
Discover 
Kasanka National Park



Getting there 
By road from Lusaka: 
six to seven hours
By charter flight from  
Lusaka to Kasanka’s 
Mulembo airstrip:  
one hour and 30 minutes
By charter flight from Mfuwe 
in Luangwa to Kasanka’s 
Mulembo airstrip: one hour

Covering 420 km² (160 square miles), 
Kasanka National Park is one of the 
smallest national parks and least-known 
wilderness areas in Zambia.

The park lies within the  
Chitambo Chiefdom in  
the north of Zambia’s  
Central Province and forms  
part of the Greater Bangweulu 
Ecosystem. It is designed  
around the swamps and  
floodplains of the Kasanka  
and Musola rivers.

Kasanka in Bemba means 
“harvesting place”, or  
“place where animals 
gather”, which reflects  
the historical richness 
of the ecosystem 
along this river. 
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EXPLORE UNIQUE HABITATS

Bridging the gap between the drier habitats of southern Africa and the damp Congo basin, 
Kasanka makes for a wide range of habitats and ecosystems, including the threatened 
Mushitu wet evergreen forest and the Mateshe dry evergreen forest, vast tracks of Miombo 
woodlands, rich papyrus swamps, riverine floodplains and grassy dambos. 
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ENCOUNTER  
EXTRAORDINARY WILDLIFE

The park’s varied habitats support more than 109 species of mammals, including the rare 
and majestic sitatunga antelope, kinda baboon and blue monkey, as well as 60 reptiles, 
41 amphibians and 67 fish. The park is designated as an Important Bird Area (IBA), with 
nearly 500 recorded bird species, making it a ‘must see’ for keen birders.
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WITNESS THE WORLD’S 
GREATEST BAT MIGRATION

Kasanka hosts one of the world’s greatest 
wildlife spectacles, the annual bat migration. 

Over 10 million large straw-coloured fruit 
bats arrive from Equatorial Africa from 
mid-October to late December to feast 
on local fruit and berry species, such as 
the masuku (wild loquat) and waterberry. 
The bats roost in a small patch of Mushitu 
swamp forest. This huge gathering of 

bats attracts winged predators, such as 
crowned, fish and martial eagles, and 
is considered to be one of the highest 
densities of mammals on Earth. As these 
bats are a near-threatened species, 
Kasanka is crucial for their conservation. 
Visitors can view this impressive event at 
close quarters from viewing platforms high 
up in the treetops.

M
att N

eedle

Bat 
Forest



4

WASA LODGE

On the edge of Lake Wasa lies the peaceful Wasa Lodge, situated just 12km 
from the park entrance gate and 4km from the Mulembo airstrip.

Activity Highlights
• Take a guided walk around Lake

Wasa and end with a sundowner,
a treasured African tradition

• Enjoy a scenic game drive to view
the bats, or watch them from the
comfort of your chalet as they swoop
down to drink from Lake Wasa

• Spot rare sitatunga antelope as well
as hippo, the kinda baboon and blue
monkey from the Fibwe Hide or
Vivienne’s Hide at Pontoon

Lodge Details
• Traditional-style rondavels and

luxurious chalets
• En-suite bathrooms with flushing

toilets and showers
• Private verandas with sweeping views
• Dining area, lounge, bar and campfire
• Solar lighting
• Catered or self-catering
• Children welcome
• Open all year round



LUWOMBWA LODGE

Luwombwa Lodge is a one 
hours’ drive from Wasa Lodge, 
on the banks of the Luwombwa 
River overlooking a grassy 
floodplain.

Lodge Details
• Three chalets along the 

meandering river
• En-suite bathrooms 
• Dining area with fireplace 

dominated by a magnificent 
mpundu (or mobola) plum

• Solar lighting
• No wifi and phone signal 
• Catered or self-catering
• Children welcome
• Open all year round 

Activity Highlights
• Canoe or boat on the 

Luwombwa River as you 
enjoy the diverse birdlife

• Obtain a permit to fish for 
bream, catfish and the sought 
after Congo yellowfish on a 
catch-and-release basis (best 
fishing between June and 
October) 

• Visit one of Zambia’s tallest 
indigenous trees in the 
Bufumu area and explore  
the varied dry evergreen 
Mateshe forest
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KAPABI CAMP

New from October 2019, Kapabi Camp is a 40-minute drive from Wasa Lodge, with 
views of Kapabi Lake on the extensive Kasanka River floodplain.  

Camp Details
• Four spacious canvas tents
• Enjoy a braai or cook your own food

from a kitchen and dining area
• An ideal setting for a private getaway

with friends and family
• Solar lighting
• No wifi and phone signal
• Open for the bat season

(October to December)

Activity Highlights
• Watch bats dive from great heights

for a drink from the lake
• Walk in the adjacent Miombo and

Chipya woodland for a chance to
see elephants
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PONTOON AND KABWE CAMPSITES 

Pontoon campsites are set under a canopy of 
red mahogany trees along the Kasanka River, 
close to the Bat Forest and Fibwe Hide. The 
Kasanka floodplain view from these campsites 
offers the best sitatunga sightings in the park. 
These three campsites can accommodate up 
to 20 people. 

Kabwe campsite is downstream across the 
Kasanka, between the Bat and Bufumu forests, 
and overlooks rich grassland. This campsite can 
accommodate up to eight people.

Campers should bring their own tents and 
equipment. The sites have flush toilets, bucket 
showers and cooking shelters. Staff will supply 
firewood, help draw water and prepare hot 
showers.



KASANKA CONSERVATION CENTRE

Kasanka Conservation Centre provides 
guestrooms with shared facilities as well 
as dormitories. The Centre is 1km from 
the main gate and boasts a well-stocked 
Kasanka Natural History Museum.

Guests staying within the park can visit 
the Centre to observe school lessons 
as well as enjoy a traditional lunch with 
school children. The Kasanka Trust’s 
environmental education programme is 
concentrated here and hosts a number 
of local and private schools.
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Kasanka Wilderness Trails is a four-night guided exploration on foot 
to the lesser-known corners of the park, with a combination of 
lodging and campsite accommodation. After walking between seven 
and 10km per day, guests can take a hot bucket shower under a 
blanket of stars and enjoy rustic bush cooking over an open fire. 
Wilderness Trails are available between June and September.

WILDERNESS TRAILS

Kasanka 
Wilderness 
Trails 
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Bush Camp

Rivers
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Kasanka National Park Boundary



Please call Camilla Howard on +260 961 084 576 or 
email internationalres@kasanka.com for 
international bookings, and  
localres@kasanka.com  
for domestic, camping and self-catering bookings. 

For more information about the park, please 
visit www.kasanka.com.

For information about Kasanka Trust Ltd, who  
manage the park in partnership with the Department 
of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW), please visit 
www.kasanka.com. 

All income generated through tourism contributes to 
park management, resource protection, environmental 
education and community development. 

CONTACT US




